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LCSD STUDENT WALKOUTS AND PROTESTS 
ADMINISTRATOR GUIDANCE

In the wake of most recent tragedy in Florida, messages posted on social media and shared via news accounts have encouraged students nationwide to walk out. Currently, most conversations revolve around a 17 minute walkout on March 14 and another walkout April 20.  While days, times, and organizers vary, the following information is intended to serve as guidance for all staff in preparation for these events.  Should additional events emerge beyond what is currently planned, they will be addressed on a case-by-case basis.  

Talking Points:

· This is not a school or district sponsored event.

· Students are not being encouraged to participate, nor discouraged from participating.

· Staff will remain neutral by not suggesting or condoning walkouts or other disruptions to the instructional day.

· We are proud of our students for driving the conversation around school safety, and we look forward to collaborating with our students, families, staff and law enforcement to help LCSD remain a safe and welcoming district for all students.

· There is a Supreme Court ruling that shares students do not shed their rights to freedom of speech at the schoolhouse doors, so we are working on parameters of that ruling.

· Teachers may use classroom time for discussion that supports the content area, in keeping with a classroom environment where students are allowed to safely express their opinions even if they are in disagreement.

Documenting Absences:

· Students who participate will receive an unexcused absence in alignment with current attendance practices.

Communication:

· Principals will communicate with staff and develop a supervision plan for students who protest on campus.

· Principals will communicate with staff regarding their responsibilities as LCSD employees to not escort or supervise students off campus.

· Staff who see students leave campus will contact school administration.

· Administration will be in contact with SROs, local law enforcement, and the Superintendent’s Office.
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