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July 30, 2009

We respectfully submit the following information and suggestions for your consideration. These items are intended to proactively help the district and, by extension, our community to prepare for the fall semester in regard to the H1N1 Pandemic Flu issue:

Custodial:
· Dispensers of Purell hand sanitizer and adequate quantities of refills are already in place at the main office and outside the cafeteria in each school. Additional cases of refills are on back order as of this writing, but delivery is anticipated to be in time to avoid any shortages.
· The Dept of Public Health has pledged to similarly equip all of the Nursing Suites in all schools within the first several months of school with identical Purell dispensers so that available refill  stocks can be shared, if needed. 
· Suggest directing custodial staff to frequently disinfect high traffic surface contact areas like doorknobs throughout the school day.  The H1N1 virus does not survive on contact surfaces any longer than 8 to 10 hours.  In-school sanitizing is far more effective than at day’s end, since the potential for viral infections from contact surfaces drops overnight.
· Authorize custodial disinfectants to be provided to targeted instructional staff such as art, music, PE, science and/or other “hands-on” instructors to assist in regular sanitizing of contact surfaces frequented by students.
· Advocate for additional ordering and supervision re: the availability of soap and paper towels in lavatories of all schools at all times to facilitate frequent hand-washing.

Instructional and/or Personnel:
· Instruct elementary administrators to require teachers to schedule several lavatory / hand-washing breaks during the school day.  This is particularly important immediately prior to lunch and before physical education class or other “hands on” activities, i.e. with math manipulatives. (Note: Teachers need to actually watch students wash their hands at the elementary level.)
· Physical Education teachers will be directed to assume personal responsibility to assist in frequently disinfecting articles such as mats, manipulative articles such as athletic equipment, game balls, etc. BEFORE AND BETWEEN classes.  
· Athletic Directors should similarly direct coaches to routinely conduct these same precautions.
· Instruct all administrators to direct their office staff to be particularly vigilant about disinfecting phone handsets, keyboards, fax machine surfaces, etc. in the same manner.
· Require that all classrooms post the “Cover Your Cough” posters from the CDC (available from the WPH) in English, Spanish, and Albanian (if possible) and encourage teachers to refer to them on a regular basis. 
· Supply the Intake Center with copies of “Cover Your Cough” to distribute at registration time.
· All Health and Physical Education teachers will be directed by their Supervisor to focus on disease prevention curriculum as a top instructional priority for this year, beginning on Day One at all levels. 
· This initiative can be replicated through a committed interdisciplinary effort, if you demand it.
· Utilize the platform afforded by the district-wide meeting at the Palace to underscore the importance of all school personnel sharing in this effort in any and all ways possible for the welfare of all members of our school community.

Media and Public Relations:
· Host the Director of Public Health and/or other select persons from SAW, WTA, Food Service, Custodial, etc. to discuss the precautions being undertaken in the district and provide ‘need-to know’ information designed to calm the “worried well” on your weekly Channel 16 broadcast Spotlight On Schools, as well as the Crosby Corner, Wilby Wildcat Attack, Inside WAMS, or WATR /WWCO radio talk shows, etc.
· Advocate for early and comprehensive accuracy in the IRIS database so that routine public announcements are effective at informing parents and families with status updates.
· Direct that a “Flu Watch Update” section be posted regularly on Channel 16, the district website, and/or IRIS as a public information service.
· Direct the development and distribution of a district H1N1 precaution brochure in time for the Back to School Rally.
· Invite parental input on other ideas for H1N1 prevention by survey or response section on monthly school newsletters.
· Issue a pre-semester news release to the Republican-American to inform and calm public fears by explaining all prevention measures in place and/or to be deployed.

Food Service:
· Staff will be informed not to come into work or will be sent home if they become ill with influenza-like symptoms and asked to avoid contact with other people as much as possible to keep from spreading the illness.
· Managers and Central office personnel will keep a log of employee illness.
· Information on the H1N1 will be distributed at the first meeting of the school year with all food service personnel along with proper hand-washing & sanitizing techniques for all food contact surfaces, including cafeteria tables.
· Hand-washing posters can be found above all hand-washing sinks, as a reminder. 

Respectfully submitted,

Supervisor					Supervisor				Director
Health and Physical Education			Science and Technology			Food services
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