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May 16, 2011
Dear Parents and Guardians:

Our school district continues to focus on the safety of staff, students, and our community. We have a detailed emergency plan so we can respond effectively to major catastrophes.  We work closely with the fire and police departments from the City of Woodhaven and Brownstown Township to implement this plan.  As part of these efforts, we are conducting a practice emergency drill on May 19th at Patrick Henry Middle School and Erving Elementary School.   It will begin at about 9:20 a.m. and conclude by 11:30 a.m.   This practice drill will simulate a boiler explosion at Patrick Henry Middle School.  We will evacuate all staff and students from PHMS, Erving Elementary School, and the Administration Building.   

The Woodhaven and Brownstown Township Police and Fire Departments, DTE Energy, and staff from Wayne County RESA will help secure the buildings and monitor this practice drill.  Erving Elementary staff and students will be evacuated by bus to Bates Elementary School, and PHMS students and staff will be evacuated by bus to Woodhaven High School.  All evacuated students will be bussed back to their buildings by approximately          11:30 a.m. when the drill is expected to be over.  

As part of the drill, we will pretend that some students and staff are injured. Pretend victims will be assessed and transported to nearby triage centers.  Please be aware that Hall Road and Van Horn Road may be closed to traffic for all or part of this drill.  There will be a number of emergency vehicles at PHMS and Erving Elementary School during the drill.  For your information, during drills and emergencies like the one we are planning:

· Please do not telephone the school.  Telephone lines are needed for drill emergency communications. 

· Impress upon your children the need to follow directions and take drills seriously. 

· During an evacuation drill or a real emergency, students will be kept at their school or will be evacuated to another site.  They will be released only to adults listed on their emergency contact form.  Any adult picking up a student (reunification) will be required to show picture identification.  
· Students and parents should not communicate by cell phones during the drill or emergency situation.  Students need to be attentive to the instructions from school and safety personnel. 

This practice emergency drill is supported by a Readiness and Emergency Management for Schools (REMS) grant called CRISIS (Crisis Readiness is Strengthened in Schools).  The Woodhaven-Brownstown School District participates in this grant with the Gibraltar School District and Crestwood Schools.  

Thank you in advance for supporting this very important activity designed to practice our emergency response.  We are committed to doing everything in our power to keep your students safe and secure. 

Sincerely,

Barbara R. Lott

Superintendent of Schools
BRL/bfm

Learn for Life
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In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, the Americans with Disability Act of 1990, and the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act of 1977, it is the policy of the Woodhaven-Brownstown School District that no person shall on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin or ancestry, gender, age, disability, height, weight, or marital status be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination during any program, activity, service or in employment.  For information, contact the:  Office of the Superintendent,                     24821 Hall Rd., Woodhaven, MI  48183, 734-789-2357

