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The Woodhaven-Brownstown School District’s Patrick Henry Middle School staged a crisis drill on Thursday, May 19th to practice their emergency preparedness response. The District participates in the Wayne County Consortium Project CRISIS.  The Woodhaven and Brownstown Township Police and Fire Departments, DTE Energy, and staff from Wayne County RESA helped the District plan and implement this practice drill.  They also helped the District secure the buildings and monitor the drill.  
The scenario for the drill was as follows: 
At about 9:20 a.m. there was an explosion in the boiler room of Patrick Henry Middle School that completely or partially blew out walls and trapped students and staff.  Fire alarms automatically went off due to the explosion, and the Woodhaven Fire Department was called and notified of the “practice” explosion.  The Woodhaven Fire Department, under the direction of Fire Chief Jan Sikes, took command of the crisis collaborating with crews from DTE Energy, Woodhaven Police Department, and Brownstown Police and Fire Departments.  The Superintendent of Schools was immediately contacted as well as Erving Elementary School.  The Superintendent called busses and activated parent messages to notify PHMS parents of an immediate evacuation. Patrick Henry students and staff evacuated from the building and were transported to Woodhaven High School by bus. Drama students acted as students who were lost and or injured.  They were treated in a temporary triage and local health officials notified as needed. It was determined that Erving Elementary should be evacuated due to the potential danger.  Erving students were transported by bus to Bates Elementary School and parents of Erving students were notified of the evacuation.  The drill lasted approximately 2 hours at which time Chief Sikes gave the “all clear.”  Students returned to their buildings, by bus. 
This practice drill is part of the District’s ongoing commitment to be prepared in the unlikely event of an actual emergency. This training helps the District staff, students and community partners practice and improve our disaster preparedness.  The Woodhaven Brownstown School District is part of a Readiness and Emergency Management for Schools (REMS) grant called CRISIS (Crisis Readiness is Strengthened in Schools).  District participates in this grant with the Gibraltar School District and Crestwood Schools.  Funds from this grant support these practice efforts as well as providing specific training to staff in disaster preparedness and emergency response equipment. 

