
May 1 and 2 Tennessee Floods:
Impact and Implications for Schools

Mike Herrmann
Executive Director

Office of School Safety & Learning Support
Tennessee Department of Education





May 1-2 Weekend Rainfall Totals































Disaster Timeline
• Apr 30   TEMA opens mission for severe weather

• May 1    SEOC Activation and Declaration of State of Emergency –
counties reporting flooding & damage.  Activated to level 3 at 
1230 CDT.

• May 2    Evacuated SEOC due to flooding 

• Multiple requests for assistance from counties, water rescues 
statewide             

and first 8 of 24 fatalities reported.  Opryland Hotel evacuated

• May 3    Governor Bredesen requests federal assistance; various parts of
Nashville floods. 

• May 4    Presidential disaster declaration 
State Logistics Staging Area established to support water 

missions
FEMA & EMAC water support

• May 5     Damage assessment & bridge inspection teams active across 
state

• May 8    Gov’s Exec Order 65 – suspended restrictions on trucks on TN 
highways

Rescue operations across state completed
National Guard increases activation to 495 troops for recovery 



19

Storms-Floods 2010

Over $2 BILLION insured losses

49 counties included in federal declaration –
62,000 applicants for disaster assistance

$137 million in grants ($119 million for 
housing; $18 million for other)

$71 million for loans 

$1.3 million for debris and EPA cleanup



Other Disaster Statistics

• State delivered 2.5 million gallons of potable water

• Approx 500,000 meals served

– Red Cross, Salvation Army & VOAD groups

• 25 State Depts and Agencies responded to requests for aid

• 43 Shelters (at peak) served more than 4,000 people

• 850 lives were saved -- search and rescue operations

• 3,000 state personnel responded

• 20,000 local jurisdiction personnel responded

• 1,000 mutual aid responders from other jurisdictions assisted

• 15 federal agencies responded with personnel and equipment

• More than 50,000 volunteers participated in the response 



Video Clip of Interstate 24





Impact on Schools

• 194 schools damaged.
• > $ 8 million in property damage.
• 46 districts closed for between one and nineteen 

days.
• 2 schools remain uninhabitable.
• Large numbers of homeless/transient families.
• Disruptions in community infrastructure, 

especially roads and utilities.
• Impact could have been much worse.



Lessons Learned

• Informed transportation/student release 
decisions are critical.

• Road conditions change rapidly in a flood 
scenario with wide fluctuations based on 
specific locale.

• Cultivate local EMA and/or National Weather 
Service relationships.





Lessons Learned

• Expect infrastructure  problems.

• Roads, bridges, railroad beds.











Lessons Learned

• Infrastructure disruptions likely to impact 
speed and difficulty of recovery.

• Clean-up is a long-term process.

• Water is a basic need.
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Tennessee Emergency Management Agency

June 2010
“Failure is Not an Option”
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X  Disastrous

IX  Ruinous

VIII Destructive

VII  Very Strong

Modified Mercalli 
Intensity Scale

New Madrid Fault

EARTHQUAKE

DECEMBER 1811 – FEBRUARY 1812

OVER 2000 QUAKES



Logistics Demand Comparision
Flood vs NMSZ Earthquake Threat

 May 1 Flood

 265 Truck Loads total (over 2 weeks)

 New Madrid Earthquake

 15,000 Truck Loads (same two weeks)

 Equals -- 1000+ Truckloads commodities daily required to 
sustain lives



Lessons Learned

• Identify alternative staging/command centers 
in advance.

• COOPS are cool.







Lessons Learned

• Include Flood Awareness/Education content in 
general health/safety and driver’s education 
curriculum.
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