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Q: What is my NCES ID #?
A: This question is asking you to indicate the current National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) ID number for your district. To locate this number for your LEA, please visit the following Web site: http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/districtsearch/.  Once there, please enter your district name in the “District Name” field and select “Search.” Your district name should come up on the next screen as a hyperlink. Select the hyperlink for your district and write down the number listed as “NCES District ID” on item number 2 of the ED 524B Cover Sheet.

Q: What is my reporting period?
A: The reporting period for interim performance reports runs from the start of the current budget period through 30 days before the due date of the report.  

· For FY 2007 REMS grantees, the reporting period for interim reports is 09/01/2007 – 05/01/2008. The reports will be due on June 1, 2008.

Final performance reports are due 90 days after the expiration of the grant’s project period.  If, during the course of your grant, you receive(d) a no-cost time extension from ED, the final performance report is due 90 days after the revised project period end date.  

· For example, for FY 2005 and FY 2006 ERCM grantees who are completing final reports, the reporting period runs from the day after the reporting period noted in your last interim report through your final project end date. For example, a grantee’s last interim report was submitted on June 30, 2007 and the current project end date is April 1, 2008, the final reporting period would be: 07/01/2007 – 04/01/2008 and due to our office by 07/01/2008.
Q: Does my business office need to report on “Non-Federal Funds” the district has committed to this grant project?
A: REMS/ERCM grantees were not required to commit “matching” funds for their grant projects. Therefore, most grantees will not need to put any information under the “Non-Federal Funds” section of the 524B; you may simply indicate “NA.” 

HOWEVER, if your district indicated an intention to commit “matching” funds in your initial project application, then your district must report out on the match you have actually committed to the project on both your interim and final reports.

Q: How do I complete the “indirect cost information” section?

A: A representative from your business office should complete a: Item number 9, “Indirect cost information.”  If you are not claiming indirect costs as a part of this grant you can place an “X” next to “No” in item 9a. and skip the rest of this question.

If you are claiming indirect costs you will need to have your business office representative complete the remaining questions in item 9. If your business office does not have a copy of your LEA’s indirect cost rate agreement, or is unsure of the information needed for number 9, they should contact your State Educational Agency (SEA) as most LEA indirect cost rate agreements are negotiated through SEAs.

NOTE: A copy of your current indirect cost rate agreement must be included with your final report.

Q: Who should sign the ED 524B Report?
A: The 524B report must be signed by the Authorized Representative currently listed on your grant. Generally (though not always) this is the district Superintendent for your LEA. It must be a person that is able to commit the district contractually and is typically not the same person as the Project Director for your grant. Please call your Federal Project Officer if you are unsure about who is listed as the Authorized Representative on your grant. 

Project Status Charts 

(NOTE: For additional FAQ’s specifically on the Government Performance and Results Act for REMS grantees, please see: REMS GPRA – FAQs.2007.doc)

Q: What is the difference between GPRA, Project, and Program measure types?
A: 1) The Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA) has established measures for all programs that allow ED to report to Congress on project activities. There are three “GPRA” measures for the REMS grant project and grantees are required to report progress for all three on both the interim and the final reports. 2) “Project” specific performance measures are measures that you, the grantee, established in your approved grant application. REMS grantees are required to report on progress towards all project-specific objectives in both the interim and final report. 3) Lastly, “Program” measures are those measures that may be established by the program office for each particular grant competition. There are NO program measures for the REMS grant project so you should not list any “Program” measures on your report.
Please note, grantees that do not properly report on the REMS GPRA objectives will be required to revise their reports and re-submit them to their Federal Project Officer.  If you have questions about how to complete the report, please refer to the sample document titled 524B.REMS Project Status Chart. Ex.07.doc or contact your Federal Project Officer for assistance.
Budget Information Section (Section B of the ED 524B)

Q: Does my business office need to submit an entire budget as an attachment to Section B?
A: It is extremely helpful for your business office to submit a complete budget indicating expenses incurred to date in each of the categories outlined in your approved grant budget.  In addition, the budget should indicate how much funding remains available in each of the grant budget categories.

Q: What other information should be included in the “Budget Information Section?”
A: As noted in the ED 524B Instructions, the following information should be included in this section:

· For budget expenditures made with Federal grant funds, you must provide an explanation if funds have not been drawn down from GAPS to pay for the budget expenditure amounts you reported on the cover page.

· An explanation if you did not expend funds at the expected rate during the reporting period. 

· A description of any significant changes to your budget resulting from modifications.

· A description of any changes to your budget that affected your ability to achieve your approved project activities and/or project objectives.







